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Call: 0151 513 1279 or email: info@love-wirral.com
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National Award Winning

RANGE • COURSE • ACADEMY • SHOP • BISTRO

At Moreton Hills we teach you the fundamentals of Golf, to help you 
learn and improve fast, with the guidance of a PGA Golf Professional.

Tarran Way South, Moreton, Wirral CH46 4TP
0151 363 1873

www.moretonhillsgolfcentre.co.uk

• 6 Weeks Course (Balls, clubs included)
• Level 1: Grip, Stance, Posture, Backswing & Follow through 
   (6 Levels Available)
• 1 Hour Sessions (30 mins coaching, 30 mins self practice)
• Times: Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday evenings from 5pm
   - Timeslots: 5.00, 5.30, 6.00, 6.30, 7.00pm

PGA GOLF COACHING
Learn to play golf in 6 WEEKS!

Tarran Way South, Moreton, Wirral CH46 4TP

   - Timeslots: 5.00, 5.30, 6.00, 6.30, 7.00pm   - Timeslots: 5.00, 5.30, 6.00, 6.30, 7.00pm

ONLY

£60
Call number 

below for more 
information 
or to book!

£60£60
below for more 

£60£60
below for more 



Specialising in offering a qualified, experienced 
and friendly service.

FULL TREATMENT INCLUDES:
• Soothing Foot-Bath  • Shaping of Nails 

(including ingrowing nails)
• Removal of Hard Skin & Corns

• Relaxing Foot Massage

Pop in or call to make an appointment
18 Allport Lane, Bromborough Village

Heather Ratcliffe M.Inst.Ch.P
HCPC Registered

HEATHERRATCLIFFE
C H I R O P O D I S T

Chiropody treatments are available atChiropody treatments are available at

0151 334 2020

HOME
VISITS 

AVAILABLE
call for details

TREATMENT ALSO OFFERED TO DIABETICS

07939 236 656

Healthy Feet 
are 

Happy Feet!



Aries
What do you 

hope people will 
remember you for? A 
fresh path to money 
and recognition has 

begun.

OPES FOR JANUARY

MES GRIFFITHS

Taurus
People will be surprised 

by the ideas you’re 
expressing, you’re in an 
experimental frame of 
mind. Don’t hurry into 

commitments.

Gemini
You feel freed from 

the past or a negative 
emotion that has been 

holding you down.

Cancer
A new beginning has 

begun. You will be 
developing a new 

connection and a new 
link with someone 

close.

Leo
As the sun rises in January, 
unexpected job prospects 

present themselves. Top priority 
is wellness, focus on it.

Libra
Now is the moment 

to examine your 
priorities,  especially 

in relation to your 
home and personal 

life.

Virgo
It’s the perfect time 
to have fun, dance, 
and party! Virgos 

are normally careful, 
diligent individuals, 
yet this is the time 

to relax.

Scorpio
The new beginning, 

where you examine a 
different perspective or 
experiment with a new 

form of expression. 
This moment is hectic.

Sagittarius
You give up things you 

no longer need and 
begin to understand 

how crucial it is in your 
relationships to feel 

people are making time 
and effort for you.

our inner 

Aquarius
It’s a beautiful time to take a 

peaceful retreat, try meditation, 
or just get some rest.

Pisces
It’s important to 
feel emotionally 
understood, as 

well as appreciated 
for your intellect, 

humour, and 
aspirations for the 

future.

www.jamesagriffiths.co.uk    
Astrology   |   Psychic   |    Healer Call - 01244 94 11 77  |  07950 350 810
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Love WirralLove Wirral
The Magazine of Choice for The Magazine of Choice for 
Businesses in Wirral.Businesses in Wirral.

Circulati on of this FREE magazine is distributed to all Wirral areas. 
Part of Local Media Publicati ons Limited

Registered Offi  ce: 12 The Chase, Wirral, CH63 0EX.   Company Number: 10081143
“Love Wirral” is produced by an independent organisati on; which is not connected to any other organisati on, publicati on or groups. 

All material is copyrighted and no part of this publicati on may be reproduced or transmitt ed without the writt en permission of the copyright holder. 
Please note that we do not endorse any products or services of any adverti sers. All adverti sements and their content are 
accepted in good faith. Responsibility for copyright and the accuracy of the informati on provided lies with the adverti ser.   
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Do you know? 
This month in history             
Horoscopes for December   
Charity page - Briti sh Heart Foundati on
Community page - Wirral Bird Club
Rotary Club of Birkenhead
Yesterday’s Wirral photos 
Book reviews by John Morris      
Community page                              
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Community page
Community page - Poem by John Fowler
Charity page - Clatt erbridge Cancer 
Charity      
Short Story series - Pablo & Bill 
What’s on - music
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Dear Friends,
We regularly receive lovely 
feedback from our readers and 
adverti sers and we thank you 
all so much, without you there 
wouldn’t be a magazine!
Our magazines are all about 
promoti ng our lovely part of 

the country! 
It is important that we use our local 
tradespeople and highstreet shops to keep it 
that way!
You will fi nd reliable and honest tradespeople 
at realisti c prices in these pages - let them 
know you saw them in here!

If you are in business and want to att ract new 
customers, why not adverti se with us and/or 
in our Love Chester or Love Wrexham 
magazines, we off er aff ordable adverti sing in 
our popular magazines - contact details are 
on our front page.

All our magazines are available online - as 
well as the answers to our puzzle page :o)

Best Wishes
Cover Photo: Thursaston Dee Estuary, 
Wirral - photograph - courtesy of 
Charles Farnell ARPS CPAGB
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Bespoke hardwood windows and doors

Unit 1b, Barrowmore Estate, Gt Barrow, CH3 7JA
www.cheshirejoineryservices.com

info@cheshirejoineryservices.com
Tel: 01829 741751

Winter 
offer

Kiln dried 
Hardwood 

Fire Briquettes
10KG Bag £5

10 Bags for £30
20 Bags for £40

Hardwood 
off cuts 

Fire BriquettesFire Briquettes

Winter Winter 

Hardwood 
Fire BriquettesFire Briquettes

Unit 1b, Barrowmore Estate, Gt Barrow, CH3 7JA

off cuts off cuts 



The Wirral Bath Co.

259 Woodchurch Road
Prenton, CH42 9LE

0151 677 6721  |  07855 015366

AFFORDABLE  LUXURY
SUPPLIED & FITTED

New showroom now open

6



AN AFFORDABLE STUNNING 
MAKEOVER THAT WILL SIMPLY... 

BEFORE

W E  O F F E R  F R E E  S U R V E Y,  D E S I G N  &  Q U O T E S

S A L E  N O W  O N  S A L E  N O W  O N  C A L L  T O D AY

AFTER

Ask about our quartz overlay.
Why replace your worktops when this 
unique quartz overlay simply fits over 

your existing surface.

Hygienic, easy to care for, scratch 
resistant, easily installed, heat 

resistant & timeless.

www.transformyourkitchen.net
A Family Run Firm WIth 25 Years Experience

Endorsed by
Which? Trusted Trader

TRANSFORMYOURKITCHEN
The Kitchen Makeover Specialists

No need to empty cupboards
Most kitchens completed in a day.

No mess, no fuss.
All doors made to measure.
Choose from Vinyl, acrylic 

and solid wood doors.
CALL FOR A FREE QUOTATION

Call for a FREE quotation on

01244 794 102
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ArtArt
ClassesClasses

Landscapes & CityscapesLandscapes & Cityscapes
experienced artist & teacher

trained at the Royal Academy of Art

19th January to 6th March - 6 classes
Thursdays 10am to 1pm
West Kirby Arts Centre

29 Brookfield Gardens, CH48 4EL
(parking available at The Concourse)

Call: 07760286967
email: lawriequigley@gmail.com

byby
Lawrie Lawrie 
QuigleyQuigley

QUICK - FIT - PLUMBING
A true friendly local family run business

All aspects of plumbing work undertaken from small jobs to large jobs.
• Full bathroom renovations
• Walk-in showers
• 24 hour emergency call out
• Free Estimates
• Pensioner discounts available.

Call us on:    0151 374 0393    or    07892 654 742

Recommended 

I’m simply delighted at how sparkly clean
my oven and hob look now! It really does
look like the cooker is brand new again!

Call Danny Phillips or go online today
for your FREE quote!

0800 840 7127

TIME TO CLEAN YOUR TIME TO CLEAN YOUR 
OVEN? OVEN? LET US DO 
THE JOB YOU HATE

AS
SEEN

O
N
TV

l Ovens l Filters l Hobs
l Grills l BBQs l Ranges
l Extractors l Microwaves l AGAs

BEFORE AFTER

Installers of quality timber fencing

For your FREE NO OBLIGATION quote please call
office 0151 363 6511    mobile  07957 349 244

www.justfencingcheshire.co.uk



www.e l l i o t tbui ldandg laz e l td . co.uk
Email: elliottbuildandglazeltd@live.com

Elliott Build & Glaze Ltd is a trading name of S R Elliott Build & Glaze Ltd.

PLANNINGPLANNING
From first contact with the 
customer to completion of 
the project, we can provide 
all services required to 
meet your needs, including 
full architectural design and 
project management.

GLAZINGGLAZING
Professional installers of 
windows, doors, bi-folds 
and sliders.

BUILDINGBUILDING
Every project is 
completed to the 
highest quality; 
customer satisfaction 
is imperative; we will 
keep disruption to a 
minimum and work 
within a safe, clean and 
tidy environment.

Tel: 0151 336 6925

Bellingham, SpitalBellingham, Spital
Thank you Scott and your team for transforming our home….From start to finish we found 
everyone friendly, punctual, professional and extremely hard working. They were organised, 
easily contactable and we were given a schedule which was adhered to; they coordinated work 
with electricians, plumbers, plasterers and decorators, all with minimal disruption and to the 
highest standard.  We could not be happier with the end result and we could not recommend 
Scott and his team highly enough. 

A family run business which has 
been built on recommendaton

CUSTOMER RECOMMENDATIONSCUSTOMER RECOMMENDATIONS

AFTER
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1. Every day, your heart creates 
enough energy to drive a truck for 
20 miles
2. Your nose can remember 
50,000 different scents.
3. Humans shed about 600,000 
particles of skin
every hour.
4. In 1986, a volcanic lake in Cameroon, Africa 
burped a C02 gas cloud that killed 1,746 people 
in minutes.
5. Dreams get weirder as the night wears on.
6. Being hit by lightning causes weird skin 
designs called “Lichtenberg figures.”
7. If you eat too many carrots you may turn 
orange.
8. Viagra can keep cut flowers standing up 
straight for up to a week longer than normal.
9. Anatidaephobia is the 
weird fear that somewhere, 
somehow, a duck is watching 
you.
10.  A garden snail has about 
14,000 teeth while other 
species can have over 20,000. 
But that’s not even the most shocking part: The 
teeth of an aquatic snail called the limpet are the 
strongest known biological material on Earth, 
even stronger than titanium!
11. If you inhale a pea, it can sprout and grow in 
your lungs.
12. “Rain of fish” is an annual weather event in 
which hundreds of fish rain from the sky onto the 
city Yoro in Honduras.
13.  The heart symbol was first used to denote 
love in the 1250. Prior to that, it represented 
foliage.
14. It’s scientifically proven: being in love makes 
you a less productive person.
15. Japanese Trains 
are among the world’s 
most punctual: their 
average delay is just 
18 seconds.

16.   98% of all adoptions in Japan are of male 
adults so that family businesses can remain 
within the family.
17.   All polar bears alive today can trace their 
ancestry back to one female brown bear who 
lived in Ireland 50,000 years ago.
18.  The postage stamp of The Statue of Liberty 
depicts not the real statue in New York, but the 
replica in Las Vegas.
19.  Frank Sinatra and the Rat Pack are widely 
credited with helping end segregation in Las 
Vegas, by refusing to perform in venues that 
wouldn’t allow blacks.
20.  Left-handed 
people process 
things faster than 
righties while 
playing computer 
games or sports.
21.  In 2015, a 
U.S. journalist was 
sentenced to 5 years in jail for posting a link on 
the web.
22. Einstein was offered the presidency of 
Israel which he politely declined.
23.  Philematology is the science of kissing.
24.  The average person takes 183,755,600 
steps in a lifetime.
25.  Two-thirds of all the people in the world 
who have ever lived to be 65 years old are still 
alive today.
26.  Women spend nearly one year of their 
lives deciding what to wear.
27.  In a lifetime, your brain’s long-term 
memory can hold as many as 1 quadrillion (1 
million billion) separate bits of information.
28.  Ancient Babylonians 
did math in base 60 
instead of base 10. That’s 
why we have 60 seconds 
in a minute and 360 
degrees in a circle.
29.  In 1900, all the 
world’s mathematical 
knowledge could be written in about 80 books; 
today it would fill more than 100,000 books.
30.  Starting 2015, all New York residents must 
recycle their old electronics like PCs and TVs, 
or face a US$100 fine.

DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?DO YOU KNOW?



Sherlocks
Big Enough To Manage Big Enough To Manage – Small Enough To Care Small Enough To Care

Sherlock House, Manor Road, Wallasey, Wirral, CH45 4JB
Telephone: 0151 638 8160       

www.sherlockpropertymanagement.co.uk

Dear Residents 

At Sherlock Estate Management we specialise 
in the day to day running of apartment blocks, 
large and small both locally and throughout the 
region. We are a friendly company and have been 
established since 1986 in the centre of Liscard, which 
is located in Wallasey, Wirral.

We are pleased to have an opportunity to offer you 
our services as estate managers.  We do appreciate 
considering a management company can be a delicate 
decision but we can assure you that we are 100%
confident that we can help you.  With this in mind we 
would be more than happy to call and see you, or you 
are more than welcome to visit us here at our office.  
Our time is your time. 

We feel residential management requires a personalised 
approach and given the opportunity, we will endeavour 
to familiarise ourselves with you and your property 
and match our service to your requirements, this is 
something we pride ourselves on.

The items below illustrate a 
number of day to day tasks that 

we can administer on your behalf:

Service Charge Collection
Legal Matters

General cleaning
Gardening

Window Cleaning
Decorating

Maintenance
Insurance Policies
Annual accounts

Neighbourly issues

We can arrange new or retain existing 
contractors and can help with as much 

or as little as you need.  
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From changing From changing 
a light fitting to a full rewire.a light fitting to a full rewire.
Inspection certificates (EICR)Inspection certificates (EICR)

NICEIC Registered 
approved contractor

Call Ross for a free estimateCall Ross for a free estimate
Mobile:   07779 554433  Mobile:   07779 554433  
Office:    0151 648 8225Office:    0151 648 8225

www.alphaelectrician.co.uk
Small jobs welcome

Call 0151 513 1279 or visit
our website love-wirral.com
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WIRRAL

Do you see me?
So do your future clients!

We have great offers 
for new advertisers
Get this size advert 

from £32 per month



come and see us for...come and see us for...

• Professional phone repairs
• Professional iPad repairs
•  Data transfers
•  Unlocking  
•  Quality accessories
•  Refurbished phones & tablets
•  Tuition & Device set up 
•  Tech support & Expert advice
•  We also buy in phones & tablets

Your local Your local award winning award winning smart device smart device 
experts supporting you since 2011,experts supporting you since 2011,

0151 342 2004   |   www.fone.care     |   hello@fone.care
open Monday to Saturday 10am - 4pm   |   182b Telegraph Road Heswall CH60 0AJ

Did you know, even if your older phone or tablet 
is broken, we'll usually still buy them. 
We can then recycle or refurbish them 

and save e waste.

Call for a free Estimate.
R J M  SERVICES

Home Improvements, Property Repairs,
Decoration & Maintenance Services.

When Quality Counts!
Mobile 07747 830548 
E-mail inforjmservices@aol.com



All doors are made-to-measure
No mess, No stress
Extensive range of styles and colours to choose from
Keep your original units
No need to completely empty your cupboards
Free No Obligation Quotations

Updating your cupboard doors is one of the easiest &
quickest ways to transform your kitchen.

Let TREND show you the smarter way to renovate.

Before After

REPLACEMENT DOORS

Call 0151 434 4880 for more information
*Credit subject to status and affordability. Terms & Conditions Apply. Granite Options Ltd trading as Trend 
Transformations is a credit broker and is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority No.  
930209. The register can be accessed through fca.org.uk.  The Lender is Creation Consumer Finance a 
subsidiary of BNP Paribas.  Warning: Late repayment can cause you serious money problems.  For help go to 
moneyhelper.org.uk

Unit 17 Junction 8 Business Park,
Ellesmere Port, Ch65 5AA

14



Bespoke fitted and sliding 
wardrobes to suit every style 
in every bedroom
We’ll make your bedroom dreams come true with our wide range of fitted 
bedroom wardrobes. Choose between different style options, colours, 
and finishes, all made-to-measure for an incredible bespoke look. 
Complete service and installation by local professionals from your 
trusted kitchen and bedroom makeover company.   

For further information visit our website or call:
Ellesmere Port Showroom 
Unit 17/18, Junction 8 Business Park, 
Rosscliffe Road, Ellesmere Port, CH65 3AS
Display: Gordale Garden Centre, 
Chester High Road, CH64 8TF
See website for opening hours or call • 0151 434 4880
trendtransformations.co.uk/ellesmereport
*Credit subject to status and affordability. Terms & Conditions Apply. Granite Options Ltd trading as Trend 
Transformations is a credit broker and is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority No. 930209. 
The register can be accessed through fca.org.uk. The Lender is Creation Consumer Finance a subsidiary of BNP Paribas. 
Warning: Late repayment can cause you serious money problems.

For help go to moneyhelper.org.uk



TH
IS MONTH

HISTORY

IN

This feature each month 
will give interesting facts
from years gone by. 
See what you remember 
that happened in your
lifetime.

THIS DAY IN HISTORY FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARYTHIS DAY IN HISTORY FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY

11th February 199011th February 1990
In South Africa, Nelson Mandela, at age 71, was 
released from prison after serving 27 years of 
a life sentence, his sentence behind bars split 
between Robben Island, Pollsmoor Prison and 
Victor Verster Prison, on charges of attempting to 
overthrow the apartheid government.

Amid growing domestic and international 
pressure and fears of racial civil war, President F. 
W. de Klerk released him in 1990. 

Mandela and de Klerk led efforts to negotiate 
an end to apartheid, which resulted in the 1994 
multiracial general election in which Mandela led 
the ANC to victory and became president. Leading 
a broad coalition government which promulgated a new constitution, 
Mandela emphasised reconciliation between the country’s racial groups and 
created the Truth and Reconciliation Commission to investigate past human 
rights abuses. Economically, his administration retained its predecessor’s 
liberal framework despite his own socialist beliefs, also introducing measures 
to encourage land reform, combat poverty and expand healthcare services.

6th February 1952 6th February 1952 
King George VI of England died .

The King failed to recover from a lung operation, 
and died in his sleep at Sandringham; he was 
aged 56. 

After lying in state at Westminster Hall, the 
King’s funeral was held at St George’s Chapel, 
Windsor, where he lies buried.

Upon his death, his daughter Princess 
Elizabeth became Queen Elizabeth II, Queen 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland. Her actual coronation took 
place on June 2, 1953.

King Edward Vi

Nelson Mandela

16



20th February 196220th February 1962

Prime Minister of Sweden Olof Palme was walking 
home from a cinema with his wife Lisbeth Palme 
shortly before midnight in the central Stockholm 
street Sveavägen when he was shot in the back 
at close range. A second shot grazed Lisbeth’s 
back. He was pronounced dead on arrival at the 
Sabbatsberg Hospital at 00:06. Lisbeth survived 
without serious injuries. 

Political violence was little-known in Sweden 
at the time, and Olof Palme often went about 
without a bodyguard. 

Two years later, Christer Pettersson, a murderer, small-time criminal and drug 
addict, was convicted of Palme’s murder, but his conviction was overturned. 
Another suspect, Victor Gunnarsson, emigrated to the United States, 
where he was the victim of an unrelated murder in 1993. The assassination 
remained unsolved. A third and fourth suspect popularly referred to as “The 
Skandia Man” and GH, after their working place at the Skandia building next 
to the crime scene, and police investigation number (“H” representing the 
eighth letter, i.e. “Suspect Profile No. 8”), committed suicide in 2000 and 2008 
respectively. Both fit the suspect profile vaguely, and owned firearms. GH was 
a long-time suspect partly because he had self-described financial motives, 
and owned the only registered .357 Magnum in the Stockholm vicinity not 
tested and ruled out by authorities, which as yet has not been recovered.

The case remains unsolved to date.

28th February 198628th February 1986

Astronaut John Glenn became the first American 
launched into orbit. 

Travelling aboard the “Friendship 7” spacecraft, 
Glenn reached an altitude of 162 miles and 
completed three orbits in a flight lasting just under 
five hours. 

Glenn was the third American in space, preceded 
by Alan Shepard and Virgil “Gus” Grissom who 
had each completed short sub-orbital flights. All 
of them had been preceded by Russian cosmonaut 
Yuri Gagarin who was the first human in space, 
completing one orbit on April 12, 1961 - a feat 
that intensified the already ongoing Space Race 
between the Russians and Americans. 

Glenn’s successful flight showed the Americans had caught up and was 
followed in September 1962 by President John F. Kennedy’s open call to land 
an American on the moon before the decade’s end.

images courtesy of Wikimedia commons

Glenn in his Mercury spacesuit
 in 1962

Olof Palme in 1984



Ear Wax?

Wirral Hear Clear
Mobile ear wax removal service

We come to you

Same day service available

Ear wax removal using micro suction /

syringing / irrigation carried out by fully

quali�ed and insured professionals

Mobile service in the comfort of your

own home or workplace

Wirral and surrounding areas covered.

Other areas by arrangement.

Contact us

07762 946 518

wirralhearclear.com
Call James 

07545 253 971

Call 

today for a 

free 
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CONSERVATORIES  II  ORANGERIES  II CONSERVATORY ADAPTATIONS

A local family run f irm you can trust

BEFORE ROOF INSTALLED

AFTER ROOF INSTALLED

The only system 
that comes with 

planning consent.
Call us today for a 
FREEFREE quotation.

Call us on:
0151 327 8095

Transform your conservatory 
into an all year round living space

NORTH WEST
No. 1

INSTALLER

20



www.pureconservatories.co.uk

HOME EXTENSIONS II GARDEN ROOMS  II REPLACEMENT GLASS

• A wide range of  tiles 
     and colours
• Lighting & Plastering 
     included
• Upgrade your frames 
     or glass
• Fully trained installation 

teams

FREE EXPERT 
ADVICE

BEFORE

AFTER



Aries
Get ready to 

feel inspired and 
energetic, and 

let your creative 
potential shine.

HOROSCOPES FOR FEBRUARY

BY JAMES GRIFFITHS

Taurus
keep in mind how crucial 
it is to maintain a good 
balance between your 

personal and professional 
life.

Gemini
You will anticipate some 

significant changes in your 
professional life, dust off 

any old projects or abilities 
that you’ve been meaning 

to review.

Cancer
Your new connections 

will open up career 
opportunities for you. Use 

these opportunities to 
enhance your social life.

Leo
Its an ideal time for socialising, 

these occasions will bring 
excitement to your regular 

routine.

Libra
Setting clear goals 
and plans at the 
beginning of the 

month can help you 
stay on track through 

the frantic month.

Virgo
IPrepare for a 

busy month by 
focusing on your 
work and studies. 
Responsibility can 
lead to stress and 
discomfort, so use 

caution.

Scorpio
You’ll feel pressure to 

make some changes to 
your financial situation, 

but in order to do 
so, you must have a 

strategy in place.

Sagittarius
You must continue to 

learn and take initiative 
if you want to achieve 

goals.

Capricorn
Now is a fantastic time to take 
precautions, save money, and 
access information in order to 

retain financial security.

Aquarius
 In many areas of your life, you might 
feel the need for change, yet you can 

also feel worn out and fatigued. 
humour, and aspirations for the 

future.

Pisces
 There will be a 

variety of restrictions 
and delays affecting 
current events. You 
will gradually defeat 

them and receive 
more support from 
those close to you.

www.jamesagriffiths.co.uk    
Astrology   |   Psychic   |    Healer Call - 01244 94 11 77  |  07950 350 810
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GREENSTONE
GARDEN SERVICES

Specialising in:
Low maintenance gardens
Tidy ups, graveling, bark & mulch
Hedge cutting, tree work & confi er reduction
Turfi ng & lawn repairs
Scarifying
Patios
Fencing & gates
Garden maintenance
Pensioner rates

Call Paige on: 07728 394 653

We are a family We are a family 
run business with run business with 

over 30 years over 30 years 
of experienceof experience

Before

Drainage problems

After
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Improve,
Don’t Move!

  SPACE-SAVING – MAXIMISE YOUR GARAGE HEADROOM  SPACE-SAVING – MAXIMISE YOUR GARAGE HEADROOM
  SECURITY-ENABLED AUTO-LOCKING SYSTEM  SECURITY-ENABLED AUTO-LOCKING SYSTEM
  CHOICE OF 21 COLOURS TO MATCH YOUR HOME  CHOICE OF 21 COLOURS TO MATCH YOUR HOME
  REMOVAL AND RECYCLING OF YOUR OLD DOOR  REMOVAL AND RECYCLING OF YOUR OLD DOOR
  DEDICATED AFTER-CARE TEAM  DEDICATED AFTER-CARE TEAM

PREMIUMPREMIUM  3.4M  3.4M  ANTHRACITE ANTHRACITE
£1£1

GAROLLA  PREMIUM
Increased Security • Double Insulation

One-Touch Close

£895£895
COMPACTCOMPACT •• UP TO 2.4M UP TO 2.4M

0151 321 0596

www.garolla.co.uk

9.8 out of 10 4.8 out of 5

BESPOKE ELECTRIC DOORS MANUFACTURED IN THE UK

Maximise the value of your home.

FREE 
FITTING
PAYMENT ON 
INSTALLATION



SMOKELESS
Smokeless Fuel 50kg - Open Sack £33.60

6 or more bags £32.55
Home Fire 10kg Bag £9.45
Home Fire 20kg Bag £17.95
Homefire E-Coal50 20kg Bag £17.99      
Homefire E-Coal Instant Light Bags £4.20
Wildfire Smokeless Coal 25kg Bag £19.95  

LOGS, KINDLING & ECO FUEL
Homefire Firelighters £1.39        
Homefire Twizler Firelighters £2.50
Homefire Kindling Bag £3.57
Hardwood Kiln Dried Logs Jumbo Bag £210.00
Homefire Hardwood Kiln Dried Logs (Large Handy Bag) £23.94

  (8 or more bags) £22.94
Homefire Hardwood Kiln Dried Logs (Dinky Bag) £7.95

  (8 or more bags) £7.44
Homefire Shimada Heatlogs £8.44

      (8 or more bags) £7.95 

Amazing offers to keep you warm this winter!

@CEDNaturalStone            @CED.Ltd.Natural.Stone            @ced_stone_group

0151 327 5555 | wirral_depot@cedstone.co.uk | www.corfestone.com

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

WINTER 22/23



Visit cambria.ac.ukcambria.ac.uk for dates 
and times and to book your place 

OPEN EVENTS
MARCH

0300 30 30 007 | enquiries@cambria.ac.uk

Available for any learner enrolled on a full time course
*subject to eligibility

FREE* TRANSPORT



We LOVE to make you SMILE...

Dental Solutions Denture Clinic
399 Upton Road Prenton Wirral, CH43 9SE

www.dentalsolutions.co

CALL  US  TODAY

0151 678 9833

Smile we're local
Junction 3 M53

BESPOKE DENTURES
Natural looking dentures 

beautifully created just for you
We believe in treating our clients 

with dignity and descretion

IMPLANT RETAINED DENTURES 
Many patients who have chosen to have 

implants, report they are happy and 
comfortable for the first time since the 

loss of their natural teeth. 

WHAT OUR CLIENTS SAY
“The moment I met Philip and his team 
I knew I was in safe hands. Everyone was 

patient, caring and professional.”
Doreen - Wirral



DON`T BE CAUGHT 
NAPPING!!

LASTING POWERS OF 
ATTORNEY FOR

HEALTH & FINANCE 
MATTERS

Call: 0845 052 2757 (std rate)

info@wirralestateplanning.co.uk
Visit our website: 

www.wirralestateplanning.co.uk

SINGLE:     £240 FOR BOTH
COUPLE:   £360 FOR BOTH

** INCLUDING VAT & HOME VISITS **
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l Resin Drives naturally drain water through it which means no puddles.
l It is also slip-resistant and UV stable l It is not affected by oil or fuel spillages
l Flexible enough to resist cracking l 24 colours l Weed resistant
lNo major ground works required l No need to excavate the existing base

Resin Bonded
Driveway SpecialistsDriveway SpecialistsDriveway Specialists

Lock and Sons Ltd of ChesterLock and Sons Ltd of ChesterLock and Sons Ltd of Chester

We are a family-run business in Cheshire who take pride in 
delivering the best quality workmanship and aftercare service.

All our staff are fully insured, qualified and trained to the highest 
standards and are specialist installers of resin bonded permeable 
Natural Stone driveways.

£65 per sq m
(Terms and conditions apply)

For a free design and on-site survey tel 

01244 752214

Prices start from 

www.lock&sonsdriveways.co.uk
Email: lockandsonsltd@gmail.com

Company reg no 9362373
Regus House, Chester Business Park, 

Chester, CH4 9QR

Quote - Love Wirral
& save up to 20% this February

(Limited stock)
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Planning from design to completi on
Building regulati ons & permission obtained
Extension and loft  conversions
Alterati ons & repairs / Structural repairs
Damp & ti mber treatment
Insurance backed guarantees 
QUALITY  |  HONESTY  |  RELIABILITY
PROFESSIONALS YOU CAN RELY ON

TRADING STANDARD MULTIPLE WINNERS FOR CUSTOMER SERVICE
We off er the complete building service

Telephone: 0151 327 4871Telephone: 0151 327 4871
www.astra-property-care.com 

       Maintenance free 
and great value too!“

“As autumn takes hold, we hear from customers who choose 
ColourFence because their old fences have blown down or rotted 
through, causing anxiety about pets escaping or even unwanted 
intruders. This, paired with the fact that there is no need for 
ongoing maintenance allows them to break the expensive, 
monotonous cycle of painting, repairs and replacement. 
ColourFence is guaranteed not to warp, crack, shrink, rot or peel 
for 25 years†. Making it one of the world’s best maintenance-free 
fences. And, unlike other fences, ColourFence can withstand gusts 
of wind up to 130mph. There’s a choice of colours to harmonise 
and enhance your garden’s design. You’ll find our prices 
surprisingly competitive too. Why wait until an urgent replacement 
is needed? To see the full product range, call us today and 
fi nd out why it makes sense to choose ColourFence.

Guaranteed† not to warp, 
crack, shrink, rot or peel
Withstands wind gusts of 
up to 130mph
No painting or repairs
for 25 years
Create your look
with a choice of colours, 
designs and sizes
No risk professional 
installation
Finance available

Blue

Brown

Cream

01516 591 31601516 591 316
For a free, no-obligation quote, find out more via:

              Despite many coats of 
preservative, the structure of 
the wooden fence in our 
front garden rotted, and 
a recent storm sent it off 
down the road, thankfully 
missing the neighbour’s 
car. However, every cloud has 

a silver lining, and we couldn’t 
be more pleased with our new 

ColourFence. 
It looks great, and we are 
looking forward to years of 

summers with no fence paint 
or algae treatments.

Mr & Mrs P. Glamorgan

“ “

†Hose down several times a year – terms & conditions apply. †Mersey Garden Fencing Limited is an introducer 
appointed representative of Ideal Sales Solutions Ltd t/a Ideal4Finance. Ideal Sales Solutions is a credit broker 
and not a lender (FRN703401). Finance available subject to status. The rate offered is always provisional and will 
depend upon your personal circumstances, the loan amount and term.

To see our wide choice of sizes, colours and designs – To see our wide choice of sizes, colours and designs – 
contact us today!contact us today!

25 YEAR
GUARANTEE

†

SAVE £s

AND FIT IT
 YOURSELF

FINANCE AVAILABLE
HOW WILL YOUR FENCE LOOK AFTER ANOTHER UK WINTER?

FIT IT
 YOURSELF

FINANCE AVAILABLE

COLOURFENCE - no painting or repairs for 25 years!COLOURFENCE - no painting or repairs for 25 years!



WINDOW CLEANERS
A family run business 

for over 40 years

WATERFED POLE SYSTEM

• TRADITIONAL 

• WINDOWS
• CONSERVATORIES
• FASCIAS
• CLADDING
• GUTTERS

   0151 721 0967
  07957 560 060

WINDOW CLEANING

E: staybrightwindowcleanerswirral@hotmail.com

p?

Need some help getting to the Dr or to hospital appointments?
We can help by providing friendly, professional, reliable, police checked carers.
Call us now and let us provide a helping hand. 

Tel 0151 380 0300 www.extra-help.co.uk
We are working safely during coronavirus (COVID-19)

Our services include:
• Meal preparation
• Shopping and errands
• Ironing
• Escorts
 (Bingo, hospital etc)
• Regular or
  one-off services
• Dog walking
• Senior sitting
• Cleaning

From £17.00 per hour

EXTRAHELP
a helping hand

Do you or does someone you
know need some Extra Help?
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Tel: 0151 334 7474
www.signsexpress.co.uk/liverpoolnorth

2 Hawkshead Road, Croft Business Park
Bromborough, Wirral CH62 3RJ

Vehicle Graphic Specialists
& Sign Manufacturers

Tel: 0151 334 7474Tel: 0151 334 7474
www.signsexpress.co.uk/liverpoolnorthwww.signsexpress.co.uk/liverpoolnorth

Bromborough, Wirral CH62 3RJBromborough, Wirral CH62 3RJ

Signs Express
Liverpool North & Wirral

@SignsExpressLW

Vehicle Wrapping

Interior/Exterior Signs

Window Graphics

Plaques

Exhibition Displays

Promotional Banners

Digital Printing & Labels

Jo Gilbert MCFH
Foot Health Practi ti oner

Mobile Foot Clinic

Take a step 
towards 

healthier feet
Fully insured to carry out 

routine foot care including:

• Nail trimming
• Corn & callus removal

• Fungal & thickened 
• nail treatment
• Athlete’s foot

• Ingrown toenails

Call 07305 756497

Mobile 07497 141370
Landline 01925 967178

www.theloftstoragecompany.co.uk
info@theloftstoragecompany.co.uk

Call today for a FREE quote

Prices startfrom£299
Installation of
Loft ladders, hatches, insulation,
storage floors and more.

Find us on Facebook 

Call 0151 513 1279 or visit
our website love-wirral.com
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Do you see me?
So do your future clients!

We have great offers 
for new advertisers
Get this size advert 

from £32 per month
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We are a leisurely ambling group for the over 50’s on the Wirral who want to 
become a little more active and meet some friendly people.

We have an ambling range of only 3 miles, go slowly and take rest stops. 
If you’d like to come and join us use the following link 

www.downtomeet.com/Wirral-Amblers
We look forward to meeting you.

WIRRAL AMBLERS

Community

Wirral Bird Club 
“Life Over 1,000 Feet”

An illustrated presentation 
by Keith Offord

Thursday 23rd February 2023 
from 7.30 pm to 9.30 pm

Keith Says, “The uplands of Britain represent a major stronghold for wildlife, often 
because of their inaccessibility and lack of intensive cultivation.  However, to consider 
“upland” as one habitat would understate hugely the fantastic diversity to be found 
at this altitude.
From Pied Flycatchers in ancient oak woodlands to Merlins on the high moors, this talk 
explores the various habitats and the wildlife to be found within.  I spend a significant 
proportion of each year monitoring breeding raptors for Natural Resources Wales.
This task takes me to some of the most remote parts of the Welsh moors and, with the 
help of a selection of high quality images, this talk examines a wide range of upland 
wildlife and debates some of the key conservation issues.”
This illustrated presentation will take place at St Bridget’s Church Centre, Church 
Road, West Kirby, Wirral, CH48 7HL.
Visitors are very welcome, and the cost is £4.00, which includes tea/coffee and 
biscuits.
This is not a ticket event - please just come along.
Details of further illustrated presentations and field trips can be found on our 
website at www.wirralbirdclub.com or by ringing Bill on 07795 148 140.

Black Grouse - photo by KeithBlack Grouse - photo by Keith



The Rotary Club of Birkenhead
Telephone Club Secretary on

0151 336 7528 

www.birkenheadrotary.org

Woodchurch High School Interact Club VisitWoodchurch High School Interact Club Visit

The Interact members, in discussion with Rotarians, decided that part of the 
amount they raised during lots of activities, should go to Wirral Wildlife Fund. 
This amounted to a donation from the pupils of an amazing £2,000, which 
was part of the £8,000 raised by pupils with support of the staff. In the past 
the Interact Club members have nominated a number of Birkenhead Rotary 
supported organisations to benefit from their fundraising, including Wirral 
Fund for Children with Special Needs.
The pupils were warmly praised for their activities by President Lionel Bolland 
and their visit to Birkenhead Rotary was a huge success and very well 
received. Even after the event, the talks by Alice and Charlie were distributed 
to Rotarians who were unable to attend the meeting.

Pupils from Woodchurch High 
School Interact Club visited 
Birkenhead Rotary to speak 
about the wonderful activities 
they had been undertaking, 
and the motivation behind 
their wish to undertake aims 
and challenges to help others.
Speakers Alice and Charlie 
are pictured, together with, 
from the left Ray Dent, Chair 
of Youth Committee, Club 
President Lionel Bolland, 
School Chaplin Malcolm Kydd, Stephen Ross from Wirral Wildlife Fund, Paul 
Joplin, Assistant Head Teacher of Woodchurch High and Barbara Sinclair, 
Birkenhead’s President elect, who continues to provide an excellent and 
dedicated link to the school.

www.birkenheadrotary.org

Birkenhead clean upBirkenhead clean up
On Saturday the 14th of 
January, a group of 21, 
from various groups joined 
together to clear a derelict 
area in Birkenhead behind 
the Central Hotel, resulting 
in three shopping trolleys 
being returned to retailers 
and a staggering 2.36 tonnes 
of rubbish and debris being 
removed.



Old Wirral photographs to Old Wirral photographs to 
bring back memories of a bring back memories of a 
time gone by. time gone by. 

You can see more in Ian’s You can see more in Ian’s 
books at all good stores books at all good stores 
and Gordale Nurseries.and Gordale Nurseries.

Yesterday's Wirral Books
Latest of over 60 publications: 

For further details contact:- Ian Boumphrey - Tel/Fax 0151 608 7611 
web site: http: www.yesterdayswirral.co.uk

New Publication - September 2012

Pubs of Wirral - Part 1
BREWERIES of BIRKENHEAD
128 Pages A4 £9.95
Including: WIRRAL, Liverpool, Chester, 

Cheshire and North Wales

Also - Reprint of 
Yesterday’s Liverpool

A Pictorial History 1857 - 1957 with over 450 photographs/graphics

This Junkers JU88 crash landed near Bromborough Pool Village on 8th October 
1940. One of the crew was killed. The other three, of whom two were injured, were 
‘captured’ by two Levers company employees, Harry Gill and Rob Thompson, before 
being handed over to the authoriti es. Aft er removal of any sensiti ve military items, 
the bomber was taken to Port Sunlight Recreati on Ground and put on display to the 
public, raising more than £70 for the ‘Mayor of Bebington’s Spitf ire Fund’.

In 1912, the decision was made to cut through the neck of the lan where the River 
Dibbin entered Bromborough Pool. This gave easier access for vessels entering Port 
Sunlight Dock without having to pass barges moored at the wharf. This picture, 
taken from the New Chester Road, shows the mammoth task of cutti  ng through the 
sandstone bedrock to form the new channel



This photograph was taken looking towards the Village Green in Litt le Neston 
from the Royal Oak, there was a large boulder in front of the inn. This was found 
in a fi eld off  Badger Bait. The council, in about 1930, wanted to break it up for 
road mending purposes. However, Lord Leverhulme did a swap - supplying all 
the road material in exchange for the stone, which became a permanent fi xture 
in Thornton Manor gardens and had a fountain on it.

This photograph shows an aerial view of the Akbar Approved Nauti cal Training 
School in Green Lane off  Oldfi eld Drive, Heswall. You can see their football 
pitch and bott om left  was a model of a ship. In 1944 Lieutenant-Commander 
Marti n Johnson was appointed Deputy Captain and Captain in 1950. Under his 
guidance a disciplined but enlightened programme, which involved seamanship, 
cooking and stewarding, as well as classroom lessons, meant the majority of 
the boys were enabled to lead normal lives aft er leaving. In the fi rst three years 
aft er leaving - 83% of his boys remained out of trouble. This was one of six 
approved schools that were closed down in 1956.
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Hawkes and Wright Ltd, Buildwas Road, Neston, CH64 3RU

www.hawkesandwright.uk

0151 353 1031

Our Services Include:
Welding
Restoration
Insurance

Crash Repair
Wheel Refurbishments
Loan Cars Available

Your Body Repair Specialists

Our self-storage site access is through our large modern gates 
which work via your mobile phone with flood lighting and remote 

monitoring through dozens of CCTV cameras.

SECURE STORAGE UNITS prices incl. vat
8 x 5 ft £40 per month                   8 x 10 ft £100 per month
8 x 6 ft £60 per month                   20 x 8 ft £132 per month

EASY TO ACCESS

26 Tarran Way West, Moreton, Wirral, CH46 4TT     0151 606 95860151 606 9586



07966 77300307966 773003

Croft Car Sales, Unit 36, Dinsdale Road, 
Croft Business Park, Bromborough, Wirral , CH62 3PY

www.croftcarsales.com

7 REASON TO BUY FROM USFinding the right used car for you is our mission statement; with over 50 used 
cars & vans in stock, on our site in Bromborough, Wirral, we are sure to find 
the ideal car for you. We deal with people all across the country, offering 
vehicles tailor made to suit your needs and budget.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

12 Months MOT
3 Months WARRANTY
Full HPI Check
Oil & Filter Service
Fully Valeted
FREE MOT Test for “LIFE”“LIFE”
Free Oil & Filter Service 
for “LIFE” “LIFE”
ALL VEHICLES COME WITH THE ABOVE, ON SCREENALL VEHICLES COME WITH THE ABOVE, ON SCREEN
PRICE OVER £1000.PRICE OVER £1000.
N/B “LIFE” means the duration that you own the vehicle!

Part-Ex
Deals

Cars
Boughtfor Cash!

Quicks
TELEPHONE: 0151 334 1415

M.O.T
CLASS 4,5 & 7

M.O.T
CLASS 4,5 & 7

www.quicksservicecentre.co.uk - Hardnott Road, Bromborough

AS A AS A QUICKS QUICKS 
SERVICE   SERVICE  

CUSTOMER CUSTOMER 
YOU GETYOU GET
FREEFREE

Puncture repair 
FREEFREE

Fluid Top Ups
FREEFREE

Brake Check   
FREEFREE

Tyre Check
PLEASE CALL TO BOOK IN 0151 334 1415 

AND SPEAK TO STEPHEN KEWLEY

£35 M.O.T’s
TYRES • TRACKING • EXHAUSTS

www.quicksservicecentre.co.uk - Hardnott Road, Bromborough

MODERN

WORKSHOP
MODERN

WORKSHOP

SPECIAL OFFER 1SPECIAL OFFER 1
£35 MOT  £35 MOT 

WITH THIS ADVERT AT WITH THIS ADVERT AT 
BROMBOROUGH BRANCH! BROMBOROUGH BRANCH! 

EXTENDED TO 31.3.23 EXTENDED TO 31.3.23 
ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN!

SPECIAL OFFER 2SPECIAL OFFER 2
SERVICE & MOTSERVICE & MOTfrom from £125£125

WITH THIS ADVERT AT WITH THIS ADVERT AT 
BROMBOROUGH BRANCH! BROMBOROUGH BRANCH! 

EXTENDED TO 31.3.23EXTENDED TO 31.3.23
ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN!

SERVICE 
CENTRE
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The Long Term Dangers of Physical Impact in Contact Sports
A Delicate Game
Author - Hana Walker-Brown
Publisher - Hodder & Stoughton

Book review: 

Within a changing landscape of sporting participation and 
spectator involvement, by attendance at games or via media 
transmission, considerable attention has been focused on the 
safety of participants in terms of “impact damage”, particularly 
to the head, in contact sports such as boxing, rugby, football, Ice 
hockey, etc. Sometimes the injuries players suffer are immediately 
apparent, however, unfortunately, the long term effects and 
implications of injuries, particularly impact to the head, do not 
become immediately apparent. In a thought provoking, excellently 
researched and in-depth analytical investigation, “A Delicate 
Game”, Hana Walker -Brown explores the facts about the impact 
and consequences for those players, at all levels, experiencing head injuries. The author 
emphasises from her research of medical evidence and oral evidence from a range of 
contributors that injuries to the head, resulting in concussion, are closely linked to the 
degenerative brain disease CTE (Chronic Traumatic Encephalopathy).
Many readers may well find some of the oral interviews and interactions with players 
and family members emotionally disturbing. Hana pulls no punches as she relates 
the disturbing  experiences of players and challenges, the response of coaches and 
governing bodies of a range of sports. The text may well engender considerable empathy 
with, and alarm for, the players and families as Hana outlines the difficulties players such 
as Steve Thompson, Chris Czekag and Alix Popham have endured as they recount their 
experiences of loss of memory, mood swings, in particular, “the downers” and anger.  
As Alix Popham points out, “you know your body was going to be sore in retirement, but 
nobody thought your brain was going to be in bits as well”.  
The playing careers of professional sportsmen and women are driven by personal desire,  
determination and grit  to “be in the team and playing competitively”, not just training, 
being on the bench hoping to get a bit of the action as a sub, or just in the squad”.  The wife 
of Chris Czekag, a former Cardiff Blues and Wales wing three quarter,  makes a significant 
point when she highlights that on occasions players disguise or hide “concussion” by 
holding their shoulder in a determined effort not to be replaced and to “play through 
the knock”. As professionals they are concerned about the renewal of their contracts, 
media attention, being picked to play or that someone else in the squad is “waiting for 
the opportunity to take their place. Current player redundancies in the Welsh regions, 
players made redundant by Wasps and Worcester, and fresh appointments as coaches of 
National teams in Wales and England illustrate the “mental stress” of ensuring you are 
“not a shirker”. This equates with the author’s quote from Dylan Hartley’s book,  when the 
former England rugby union hooker sets the parameters for rugby players from school to 
professional levels, “If you’re hurt, get up.. If you fall down, get up. Carry on Kid”. 
Many parents and supporters need to heed this quotation as they read and reflect 
on the tragic experience of schoolboy Benjamin Robinson who died as a result of a 
head injury resulting in concussion. As a consequence of Benjamin’s death his parents 
instigated a campaign to improve education about concussion with a clear message that 
“anyone suspected of sustaining concussion should be immediately removed from play”.  
On occasions, too many parents want their child to be over aggressive and resilient to pain 
and injury. 
Readers may well be aware that sports such as football, rugby and boxing have belatedly 
introduced protocols to reduce “the risk of concussion”. For instance, rugby union have 
addressed some aspects of contact which have caused “concern”, including clearing out, 
collision of shoulder to the head, rucking, aggression on and off the ball, “illegal tackles” 



and the failure to consistently recognise concussion. However, as the evidence collated by 
the author clearly shows, there is a reluctance by some executives of sports governing 
bodies, at all levels to come to terms with the seriousness of the issues arising from 
concussion and the development of CTE.   
The author highlights throughout the text the personal suffering endured by Jeff Astle 
and his family as they struggled with his dementia. The  emotional experiences of “denial 
and rebuttal by football’s leaders suffered Dawn Astle, the daughter of the late Jeff Astle, 
in “her fight to secure justice” for her father, emphasised her tenacity in ensuring that 
his injuries were classified as an “industrial injury”. As a senior politician stated, “what 
is astonishing is that when it comes to reducing the risks of brain injury, sport has been 
allowed to mark its own homework, it is seen as a dereliction of duty and must change.
The author has written an outstanding book with a fearless tenacity to “unlock the 
depths of incompetency” shown by leaders of contact sports in addressing the short 
and long term consequences of “head injuries”. The physical and personal struggles 
endured by so many players of all ages and their families creates a moving and emotionally 
disturbing argument for change.  

Saving Rugby Union
Author - Ross Reyburn
Publisher - Y Lolfa
The challenges facing rugby union in the current climate are 
addressed in a thought provoking and in depth analysis by Ross 
Reyburn “Saving Rugby Union"; the price of professionalism”. In 
an insightful prelude to wider analysis, the author uses comments 
by eminent players, coaches, medical experts and others involved 
in the game to give a base line to his analysis of “the issues that 
need urgent solutions”. For example, questions posed include, 
“what is the point of a scrum if you have crooked feeds”, (Jeremy 
Guscott) and “do we need to go back to injury replacements only”
(Warren Gatland). Many commentators consider that rugby union, 
at professional level, has lost its “sparkle”. In particular they note 
the increase in “aimless kicking”, too many stoppages, replacements reducing the “fatigue 
effects” of the game, forward dominated attacks, etc. 
The author leaves few issues unturned as he makes a wide ranging review of the key 
issues impacting upon the modern game of rugby union, which some commentators 
describe as a “marriage of rugby league and American football”. He emphasises that 
the upsurge in serious and, on occasions, life changing injuries due to the emphasis on 
physicality and the “concussion crisis” needs urgent addressing.  
Readers will gain from Ross Reyburn’s comments that there needs to be a “wind of 
change” with a return to an emphasis on passing, handling and beating opponents by 
speed in contrast to the current emphasis on physical power, contact and ball retention, 
“box kicking” and forward dominated attacks. He discusses the visionary style of rugby 
advocated by coaches such as Carwyn James and John Dawes to re-create excitement and 
enthusiasm for spectators and greater safety for players.    
The author’s comments are overall far more wide ranging and interesting  for those  who 
enjoy the game as players, coaches, administrators, partners, parents or spectators.   

Readers will gain from reflection on key issues, including 

•	 The scrum half feeding into scrums, the “crooked feed”
•	 The effect of “strength building in gymnasia” resulting in a distortion in the skill/

power balance and an increased incidence of injuries
•	 Problems with the breakdown with slowball restricting attacking sides
•	 Replacement of players, particularly “battering ram forwards” with no injuries 
•	 Issues to address in terms of tackling that engages with the head
•	 Dangerous “clear outs” at rucks
•	 The mismanagement of rugby union in the professional era. 
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This is an excellent analysis of rugby union focusing on its development within a highly 
commercialised arena. The author analyses the demise of the game at grass roots levels 
and the need to move back to a game with the emphasis on physical skill, speed and 
power rather than physicality and “battering rams” with limited ball skills. In particular,
Ross Reyburn highlights the changes needed to "save rugby union”,  with the emphasis 
on making the game safer, more appealing and enjoyable to young people and adults to 
play at “grass roots level”.  

John T Morris is a Senior WRU coach. He played rugby for Dudley College, GWR (Ealing) 
and Aberystwyth University before injury cut short his “playing days”. He was fitness coach 
at Wrexham RUFC, a fitness consultant with the WRU, weight training and keep fit coach 
at the Queens Park centre in Wrexham.  He specialises in promoting  positive mindsets in 
terms of determination, desire and tenacity to  improve performance levels in education 
and sport.

Get in touch with us.
Call 0151 513 1279 or visit
our website love-wirral.com
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Do you see me?
So do your clients!

Lets get businesses back on track. We 
have great off ers for new advertisers.



Community

COME DANCING
Grand Tea Dance 
Every Thursday 
1.30pm - 4pm 
Live music, Ballroom,
Latin, Sequence, Jive.

Grosvenor Ballroom
Grosvenor Street CONTACT TOM - 07513 969 159
Wallasey, CH 44 1AQ

Refreshments and a raffle with nice prizes.
Where ladies meet nice gentlemen. 
All welcome, no jeans or trainers.

£7

Yes, that’s right - we could do 
with more men

Women welcome too of course
6 badminton courts

Over 50s from anywhere
on the Wirral

Beginners
and experienced players

WEST KIRBY CONCOURSE:
WEDNESDAYS,

11.30am

Or ring Carole:
0151 625 1446

WEST KIRBY CONCOURSE:

BADMENTON?
MoretonMoreton

TownswomensTownswomens
GuildGuild

Weekly meetings 
THURSDAY
2pm - 4pm

We are a group of ladies who meet 
weekly. We support our local area 
whilst having fun and meeting new 
friends.
We are looking for new members to 
join us! 

Things you can look forward to:
• Tea & biscuits
• Weekly speakers
• Day trips

• Beetle drive
• Quizzes
• Flower shows

We meet at Moreton Community 
Centre, Maryland Lane, Moreton.

Feel free to pop in!Feel free to pop in!



Solutions can be found on our website

Sudoku Puzzle

Across
1     Meet (9)
6     Islamic jurist (5)
9     Absorbent paper (7)
10   Put in place (7)
11   A line of trees used to 
        block winds (7)
12   Giving a speech (7)

13   Land around barns (9)
15   Inhabit (5)
16   The anvil bone in your   
        ear (5)
19   Without happiness (9)
22   A reference book (7)
23   Flapjack (7)
25   Hunting guide (7)

26   Motives (7)
27   Smooths (5)
28   Put forward (9)

How to play: 
The numbers 1 through 9 will appear 
once only in each row, column, and 3x3 
zone. There are 9 such zones in each 
sudoku grid. 
There is only one correct solution to each 
sudoku.  Good luck!
Difficulty level: Medium.

Down
1     Arm joint (5)
2     Singer (7)
3     Completely (7)
4     Toss (5)
5     In an extremely harmful  
       manner (9)
6     Condiment (7)
7     Easily damaged (7) 
8     Unlawfully (9)
13   Stew (9)
14   Lack of acceptance (9)
17   Put together (7)
18   Footwear (7)
20   Drag along (7)
21   Harbor (7)
23   A place for wives and 

   concubines (5)
24   Made easier to bear (5)
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Over 50s Theatre Returns to Neston

Little Actors Theatre in Neston is delighted to announce the 
return of our over 50s group Brightlights Theatre.  

Thanks to funding from Tesco Bags of Help and a contribution 
from Costa Coffee, the group will return to prepare a play for the 

2023 Cheshire Drama Festival, to be held at Storyhouse.  

Directed by professional actor Mike Lockley.  The group will meet weekly 11am – 
1pm on a Friday at Little Actors space in Neston Town Hall from the 20th January.  

New members would be most welcome to come along.  Even if you don’t fancy 
acting you may want to get involved back stage or with design, or even just keeping 
the tea flowing in rehearsals.  There is something for everyone to get involved with - 
learn a new skill or make new friends.

For details contact Little Actors on mail@littleactorstheatre.com or 07385 849864

Community

Congratulations to Val Hatton
owner of Salon Dene in Neston 

as she celebrates 60 years in hairdressing!

Val’s daughter got in touh to tell us her mum’s marellous 
achievement. Victoria says,
“Mum has completed 60 years hairdressing as of 6th February.
She took an apprenticeship with Dene Oxton in 1962 and started it 
in February 1963 after finishing school. 
At the time the salon was in a basement on Parkgate Road, Neston. 
Val purchased the salon from Dene in 1970 due to Dene’s ill health 
and has owned it for 53 years in March. 
Val is still working, although she has been out of the salon for some periods over 
the past 12 months due to health issues, but she is feeling much better now and is 
starting to do a bit more each week in the salon. 
Val has had some great, loyal staff over the years who she regards as close as family, 

Her clients have become great friends too, some of whom 
have been with her for the past 60 years ! 
Currently Val has 2 full time members of staff, Keri Roberts 
who herself came to the salon as an apprentice 23 years 
ago and her daughter Victoria, who has introduced nails 
and beauty to the salon.”  
“We would like to congratulate Val on this fabulous 
achievement & wish her many more wonderful years in 
hairdressing.” 

With love from her very dear family, Husband Bill, daughters Jackie and Victoria, Son 
in laws, Mark and Simon and granddaughters Amelia and Betsy.
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Met a guy the other day, we went to school together,
not seen him in 50 years, yet we talked about the weather.

I recalled that as a boy, he always had one aim,
all he wanted when he grew up , was to drive a train.

I said ... did you do it? Did it all go to plan?
Did you do it? When you became a man?

Met a man I used to know, swore hard work was the key 
to achieve his greatest ambition, to build a house by the sea.

I said... did you do it? Did you live your dream?
Did you do it? Did you complete your scheme?

I knew a girl with a great desire, to travel around the world,
if I met her now, I’d be intrigued, to how her hopes unfurled.

I’d say... have you done it? Was it all you thought it would be?
Was it worth it? Or did it lack veracity?

My neighbour in the sixties, vowed he’d be a big pop star
I know he changed his name, but I don’t think he got very far.

I wonder... did he do it? Did he sing his way to fame?
Did he do it? Did he make his name?

We all set out on the path of life, we have dreams along the way,
but when asked if they fulfilled them, this is what people say.

Did I do it? No, I didn’t find the time. Did I do it? No, I changed my mind.
Did I do it? No, I didn’t seize the day. Did I do it? No, life got in the way.

Mobile Hairdresser 
Covering Eastham, Bromborough, 

Willaston & Bebington
Relax in the comfort of your own home.
I specialise in fashionable perms, cuts, 

colours, set and blowdry.

Call - 07806 487263

I specialise in fashionable perms, cuts, I specialise in fashionable perms, cuts, 



Charity
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Pablo & Billy - a comical short story series - Chapter Six

MINUTES - by John Fowler
“Your Handsomeness, I need a quick word with you, because there is a serious 
rumbling in the ranks.”

“What is it, old Tub of Lard?”

“I have heard that your team of coaches are not happy with our little tete-a- 
tetes, because this is where all the big decisions are made.”

“Don’t worry about them, I have always treated them like mushrooms—you 
know keep them in the dark and feed them you know what. They are completely 
dependent on me.”

“They want our meetings attended by your secretary and minuted. I would 
suggest we make up some minutes just to fool them.”  

“I have got better things to do, like trying to understand why we were two nil 
down in 3 minutes last Saturday.”

“I think I know the reason. Some of our players were still taking the knee, and 
hadn’t realised we had kicked off. But another thing, Bossness, that young 
Under 23 coach is trying to curry favour with you by going around saying you 
look like George Clooney. I think you are more like Robert Redford, but I know 
there is no way you could be influenced by any  sort of creeping, sir.” 

“Certainly not, but I have been very impressed by you lately. My boots are 
cleaner than ever, my trousers are always nicely pressed, my tea tastes good, 
but I think my personal toilet needs more attention, but I want to talk about 
promotion.”

Billy sat up. “Oh, your Majesty, after all these years, what do you have in mind?”

“Well, do you think Norwich will go up this year?”

“I thought for a minute, but never mind....er, but I do want your advice on a 
personal matter, Oh Debonair one. I want to make myself more attractive to 
the opposite sex and I have seen it in the films that some women go for men 
who are rough and ready. They find it exciting. They like the rugged look.”

“Well, you are off to a good start because you are pretty ugly.”

“Perhaps if I spoke badly of people, always critiquing, pulling them down, 
showing arrogance, as if I knew everything. Dyed my hair or worn it in a ponytail, 
and was a real nasty person.”

“I have got a great idea, why don’t you become a Football pundit?”

“My God, your Handsomeness, I could never sink that low.” 
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The Live Rooms   1 Stati on Road   Chester   Cheshire   Ch1 3DR

CODY PENNINGTON
Sunday 7th May 
Aft er a sell-out 2022 UK tour, Nashville nati ve 
Cody Pennington returns with some of the biggest 
country music hits.
Don’t miss a night full of songs from arti sts like 
Luke Combs, Chris Stapleton, Dolly Parton, and a 
few Cody Pennington originals.

Robert Jon & The Wreck
Thursday 9th February
Reigning from southern California, Robert Jon & 
The Wreck take the southern rock sound from the 
east coast and make it their own.

The Beat ft  Rankin Jr
Saturday 25th February
Chester, are you ready to go dance crazy to some 
of the most famous Ska & Reggae songs ever writ-
ten?!One of the key bands of the U.K. ska revival 
of the late ’70s and early ’80s, The Beat, achieved 
a near-perfect balance of pop melodies and taut 
rhythms that made them stars in Britain and won 
them a worldwide following.

We are Chester’s largest independent 
live music venue and nightclub. 
Our main room has hosted some of the 
biggest names in live entertainment from a 
broad range of genres, whilst our side room 
provides an ideal space for smaller, more 
inti mate shows. We also have an upstairs 
area which features a balcony overlooking 
the main room, a VIP bar and numerous 
seati ng areas.

What’s on



What’s on



STUNNING 

,_() L �000sqft
l!J/WllJWOllb 

in the heart of 
BEBINGTON VILLAGE 

I Made to measure curtains, blinds and soft furnishings 
I 
I Free 'in home' design service 
I Beautiful sofas and home accessories 
I Select from over 80,000 fabrics 
I Curtain and blind installation service available 


